STUDIES  IN  A  DYING   CULTURE
tore, are not equally good, as different religions are
equally good. One or other must go to the wall. And
the test is simple. If, of two hypotheses one exhibits
more comprehensively and less symbolically the struc-
ture of die determinism of the phenomena it explains
and their relation to the already established structure of
reality, that hypothesis will be more powerful as an
instrument for predicting the recurrence of such phe-
nomena in real life. Hence arises the crucial test, which
decides between one hypothesis and another.   For
example, the crucial tests of the Einstein theory, as com-
pared with the Newtonian, were the bending of light,
the perturbation of planetary orbits, the increase of
mass of alpha particles, and the shifts of the spectra of
receding stars. But it is never possible to demonstrate
by a crucial test the rival truths of the Protestant and
Catholic theories, simply because they deal with en-
tities assumed to be outside the structure of determined
reality. The crucial test of the two theories is presumed
to occur at the Last Judgment, that is, never in this life.
The theories are expressly so formulated that it is not,
for example, possible to test the Eucharist by chemical
analysis* The Catholic theory states that in being turned
into Christ's body the bread retains all the chemical and
physical properties of ordinary bread. In the same way
the Protestant theory makes it pointless to test for the
salvation of a soul, precisely because the soul is asserted
to be completely non-material and therefore inaccessible
to determinism.
No hypothesis, religious or scientific, can have any
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